
Reel reviewer

What's inside Pandora's Box?

Pandora's Box (out on June 1)

Selected cinemas 
are rereleasing this 
dazzling silent drama 
about Lulu (Louise 

Brooks), whose sexual 
precociousness arouses and 
destroys everyone around her. 

Brooks would pay the price 
for challenging the Hollywood 
system, but she left us with 
an unforgettable clutch of 
performances along the way. 

Read more about her and 
the film at bit.ly/pandorafilm
Book Club (June 1)
A top-flight female cast 
(Diane Keaton, Jane Fonda, 
Candice Bergen, Mary 
Steenburgen) star as a group 
of pals who spice up their 
private lives by group reading 
mummy-porn S&M novel Fifty 
Shades of Gray. 
Jurassic World: Fallen 
Kingdom (June 6)
You’d think it was difficult to 
top the first World film. But, 
judging by the trailers, this 
one will thoroughly trample 
over it. 

Chris Pratt returns as the 
dinosaur ‘trainer’ who must 
help when the beasts from 
the now abandoned dino 
theme park cause mayhem in 
the outside world.
Hereditary (June 15)
Toni Collette is the doll’s 
house designer whose mother 
dies. 

A series of mysterious 
events then start to happen, 
centred around Collette’s 
strange, quiet daughter. 

Is the grandmother 
haunting her family? 

This has enough chills to go 

down and back up your spine.
Freak Show (June 22)
Sting’s missus Trudie Styler 
assumes the megaphone 
duties here. 

A ‘gender-obliterating’ teen 
who likes dressing up, starts 
at a High School in a southern 
state in the US. 

People are hostile, but he is 
determined to tackle this and 
become Prom Queen.  

Alex Lawther is the boy/girl 
and Bette Midler is shameless 
as his drink-loving mom. 
Ocean’s 8 (22 June)
Another top-line actress led 
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movie (Sandra Bullock, Anne 
Hathaway) for this crime 
caper. 

Bullock is the recently 
released convict who 
teams up with shady Cate 
Blanchett to rob the Met 
Gala ball. 

Or more precisely, the 
$100m diamond necklace 
around guest Hathaway’s 
neck.

Demi’s fans will Lov Brooke 

Teenage MK 
singer Brooke 
Layla is set to 

perform on Demi 
Lovato’s world 
tour this month.

The 13-year-
old, who shot 
to fame as a 
semi-finalist on 
The Voice Kids 

TV show, will per-
form at Birming-
ham Arena on the 
platinum selling 
artist’s tour.

Brooke also 
supported Harry 
Styles in April. 

You can follow 
her on Twitter  
@Brookelayla3
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Music reporter Vicki McCarthy features AmpRocks, a decade-old 
event with Bananarama, Example and Reef headlining on June 29

Go bananas for Ampthill Festival

Tickets are on sale now at 
ampthillfestival.co.uk 

With the recent 
sunshine, you can 
be forgiven for 
thinking about 

summer days on the beach.
But for me, the arrival 

of sunshine simply means 
‘festival season’ and that 
brings a big smile to my face!

I love attending music 
festivals, big and small, and 
the rise in local festivals not 
only brings the music to my 
doorstep, but also keeps the 
cost down.

One of the local events 
I attend each year is the 
fantastic Ampthill Festival. 

Just a mere hop, one 
junction down the M1 from 
MK, this festival has actually 
been going for 40 years. 

But the last ten years has 
seen it take its current format, 
spread over three days, 
suiting music-lovers perfectly.

I chatted to Mark Tiana, 
Chairman of AmpRocks, the 
event that takes place on the 
Friday night. 

Previous acts include The 
Happy Mondays, Busted, The 

Human League, Scouting for 
Girls, Cast and The Lightning 
Seeds to name but a few.

So what’s AmpRocks about? 
“It’s a home-grown festival, 
run by great volunteers,” Mark 
said. “AmpRocks is a decade 
old next year and we’ve 
brought some great acts to 
our town. We put on a concert 
where there’s something for 
everyone.”

Taking place in Ampthill’s 
Great Park, the area’s linked 
to the royal family and is 
steeped in some fine history. 

Due to the hard work of 
Ampthill Festival volunteers 
the park is creating modern 
history too.

“The festival’s a real 
community event,” Mark 
added. “We’re a committee 
and we work together to 
provide a diverse weekend for 
all, with AmpRocks on Friday, 
the Proms on the Saturday 
and finally, a free family gala 
day on the Sunday.”

And it benefits charities? 
“Yes, many!” Mark said. “Local 
charities, from the Scouts, 

The scene 

MIND and the Park Fund, for 
example. All other money 
goes back into the kitty 
towards funding next year’s 
festival.”

So this month, AmpRocks 
has a stellar line-up again, 
with headliners announced 
as Bananarama, Example and 
Reef, crowds are expected in 
their droves. 

Even better, the organisers 
book a local high-school band 
to open up for the headliners, 
this year that honour goes to 
The Kazoos.

What’s next? Well, 2019 
is AmpRocks’ ten year 
celebration and Mark says 
they plan to make it bigger 
and better. Watch this 
space.

So grab your tickets fast, 
support your local music 
scene and let’s keep on 
making history!
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