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but can install bespoke residential 
systems. I’m so confident with 
the systems that the first one 
was installed in my mum’s house 
(pictured above) and she has used 
it for over 12,000 litres of washing 
without using detergents. She 
loves it!

“You don’t need to go out and 
buy detergents, conditioners, 
limescale remover or anything like 
that any more.

“The ultra-clean water has got 
nothing in it so it helps people 
with asthma and allergies. 

“It also makes your washing 
machine and clothes last longer 
too, as tests in Sweden have 
shown, because there is no 
limescale or chemical residue in 
the water.

“But it’s going to take a huge 
change in mindset for people in 

the UK to realise that they don’t 
need to use chemicals any more 
to clean their clothes. We’re a 
long way behind Sweden in that 
respect – being environmentally 
friendly is part and parcel of 
everything they do.”

Mark’s water filtration systems 
come with a maintenance 
agreement to ensure a stress-
free transition for customers, 
which is also good news for MK 
tradespeople.

“Customers can have a three 
or five year fully maintained, 
warranted contract so we come 
and change the filters as and 
when it is required,” explained 
Mark. 

“We will maintain the system 
and the great thing about that 
is that we will be using local 
maintenance companies and local 

plumbing professionals to do the 
work.” 

The dad-of-one has been a 
successful local businessman for a 
number of years, but this venture 
means so much more to him on a 
personal level.

Mark said: “I’m concentrating 
all my time on this now because 
I’m so passionate about it – more 
passionate than anything I’ve done 
before.

“Now I’m a father I’ve started 
looking at things differently in life. 
This is about not using chemicals, 
it’s environmentally friendly, it 
helps people with allergies and 
reduces our carbon footprint.”

If you are interested in buying or 
renting a DIRO water filtration 
system, call 07468 521182 or log 
onto smart-water-filters.com

Water way to save the environment
Dad’s eco-friendly system could revolutionise washing forever

T
here isn’t much that we’re 
better at than the Swedish. 
Their public transport is 
more efficient, their banks 

are better, they live longer and 
they’re better looking than us. 
Heck, we rarely even beat them in 
the football.

So it should come as little 
surprise that they have raced 
light-years ahead of us when it 
comes to washing their clothes 
too. Until now.

Milton Keynes businessman 
Mark Higson (left) has launched a 
pioneering company called Smart 
Water Filters Limited,  which 
brings revolutionary eco-friendly 
Swedish technology to our shores.

Inspired by a road trip to visit 
friends in Sweden, Mark’s new 
company provides DIRO systems 
that filter out all of the chemicals 
and grime from the water going 
into our washing machines.

The incredible part is that the 
filtered water is so ultra-pure that 
it cleans your clothes without 
the need for detergents or 
fabric softeners, making a huge 
difference to people who suffer 
from asthma, skin conditions or 
allergies.

The system, developed by 
Mark’s friend Per Hansson at 
SWATAB in Sweden, has already 
won the Malmo Cleantech City 
Award 2016.

Mark said: “We are primarily 
commercial systems for care 
homes, launderettes and hotels 

Detergent-free washing 
systems for commercial 
scale and domestic use

Call 01234 889743 or 
see detergent-free.com
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SWF® Proud to Celebrate:MKS
o another new year 
is here, a time when 
waistbands are 
tighter and wallets 
lighter. 

It’s the time when we 
make resolutions, with 
good intentions to last for 
52 weeks and beyond. Yet 
research suggests that just 
8% of folk manage to keep 
their resolutions, which 
makes me think, why not 
choose a resolution that’s 
achievable and fun?

What about making a 
promise to catch more local 
live music? The breadth of 
MK’s musical talent is vast 
and with excellent venues 
such as MK11 Kiln Farm Club, 
The Craufurd Arms and Unit 
Nine Venue (plus local pubs) 
championing artists, there’s 
never been a time when the 
scene has been so inviting.

Each month, I’ll be sharing 
local musical highlights of the 

previous month, publishing 
a music event guide and 
talking about the rising stars, 
meaning no excuses to not 
get out there and enjoy what 
MK has to offer!

Last month, I was lucky 
enough to compere at an 
Oxjam charity gig, organised 
by local band Toffees – a band 
who describe themselves as 
having strong roots in rock 
and R&B. They’re young, 
talented and passionate in 
equal measures. 

At a time in their career 
when many bands think about 
their own destiny, Toffees are 
devoted to organising and 
playing charity gigs as much 
as possible.

Unit Nine Venue in Old 

Milton Keynes music guru Vicki McCarthy checks 
out the bands at a charity gig in Old Wolverton  
in her new monthly column for Celebrate:MK 

You can catch Vicki McCarthy 
Monday to Thursday on 
MKFM from 7pm to 10pm on 
106.3FM and mkfm.com.
Twitter: @VickiMcCarthyFM

The SCENE 

Wolverton played host 
to their latest altruistic 
endeavour in December. 

Braving the cold and 
fog, 170 paying gig-goers 
converged in the colourful, 
converted warehouse, 
where they were treated 
to Huntsmen; an indie/
alternative five-piece with 
an average age of 16, who 
looked as at home on stage as 
seasoned professionals. 

Indie/rock trio Monarchs 
brought anthemic, catchy 
melodies to the stage and the 
penultimate set from female-
fronted The Hallows, showed 
inspiration as diverse as Tori 
Amos to AC/DC, meaning 
the audience were primed 
perfectly for Toffees.

Toffees prove to be a bit tasty  in musical feast at Unit Nine

ON SONG: Toffees shone at Unit Nine   Photo by Belinda Nesham

Toffees closed proceedings, 
mixing older material and 
recent releases with the final 
crowd-pleaser song; their 
version of Fairytale of New 
York. Over £600 was raised 
for Oxfam that night, giving 
punters that warm Christmas 
glow from being part of such 
a success! 

Vicki McCarthy’s weekend gig guide for January
FRIDAY 6TH
MK11, Kiln Farm
Seething Akira + Encoded, Stonepit 
Drive, Indie Biz Mo DJ Set. 20:00
SATURDAY 7TH 
MK11, Kiln Farm
Pharoahe Monch + DJ sets supports
20:00, £15.00 (adv)
FRIDAY 13TH
MK11, Kiln Farm
CODA (Led Zeppelin tribute) + Lizzy 
Live (Thin Lizzy) + Nigel’s Mind. 20:00
The Stables, Wavendon
Bootleg Blondie. 20:00, £15.00 (adv)
SATURDAY 14TH
The Stables, Wavendon
Signed, Sealed, Delivered. 20:00
FRIDAY 20TH

The Craufurd Arms, Wolverton 
Quadraphenia Night with DJ Drew 
Stansall. 19:30, £12.50 (adv)
MK11, Kiln Farm
Wait for Jude + Zeroes
20:00, £3.00 (adv)
SATURDAY 21ST
The Craufurd Arms, Wolverton 
Carpenter Brute + LeBrock. 19:30
MK11 Kiln Farm
Wah Wah Club + The Shamed + Rhys 
Kirkman + EMPYRE. 20:00, £5.00 (adv)
The Stables, Wavendon
Ronnie Scott’s All Stars - The Ronnie 
Scott’s Story. 20.00, £21.00 (adv)
FRIDAY 27TH
The Craufurd Arms, Wolverton 
Legends of Goldie Looking Chain




